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SCOTTSDALE CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE SPEAKERS & PROGRAMS
Sept. 2026 - May 2027
(All programs at Civic Center Library Auditorium)

Sept. 15 Cecily Zander, “Second Bull Run: Pope’s Blunder, Politics,
and Partisans”

Oct. 20 Nicole Etcheson, “Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in
the Civil War Era”

Nov. 17 Mark Graber, “The Constitution of the Confederate States
of America”

Dec 15 Alex Rossino, “The Prequel to Special Order 191 &
Antietam”

Jan. 13 Megan Kate Nelson, “Three Days in November 1864: The
US Army and Native Peoples in the Fight for the West”

Feb. 16 Steven L Smith, “Civil War Music”
March 16 David Connon, “Iowa Confederates”
April 20  Floyd Gray , “Buffalo Soldiers in the Civil War”

May 18 Shelby Harriel, “Forbidden, Hidden, and Forgotten: Women
Soldiers of the Civil War”

Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable. Inc.
Follow us on Facebook 501 (c) (3) non profit Corporation , Founded 1978
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Letter from our President

Mark Stoler

Good news. We had been told the Civic Center Library would be unavailable for our
September through January programs next season, but have been recently informed that
the Roundtable can use the Civic Center Auditorium for the entire 2026-27 season!

We’ve ended another successful year at the Roundtable and have a great lineup for the
2026-27 season which starts in September with Cecily Zander on Second Bull Run. We
are also pleased to announce that the Roundtable will be bringing back Curt Fields as
U.S. Grant in January 2028.

Following up on the success of the Picacho Peak Tour in January, we are planning anoth-
er bus excursion for January 20, 2027, this time to Tucson to visit the Presidio and Fort
Lowell, along with a luncheon presentation on Tucson in the Civil War. More details to
come in the fall.

The Roundtable ended the year with 310 members, including thirty new members, and in
strong fiscal shape. Thanks to our member dues and donations the Roundtable was able
to make $6000 in preservation donations, the details of which you can read about in this
issue. We also added a new Board member, Joe Schelzo, who will join Richard Cox and
Bruce Washburn as a facilitator for our History Discussion Group, and also handle distri-
bution of notices of our speaker programs to news media and other outlets.

And, finally, a big thank you to the Roundtable support team which help make all this
possible:

John Machir (database management), Barbara Ray (Grapeshot), Michelle Craig & Bryan
Seaman (book sale & program set up), Marc Echeveste (website).

We are always on the lookout for members who would like to work to support our organ-
ization. It takes a lot to keep it going. If you are interested in becoming more involved
please contact me at stolerscwrt@gmail.com or speak with me or other Board members
at one of our meetings.



mailto:stolercwrt@gmail.com

2026-27 Roundtable Officers, Board & Assignments

President: Mark Stoler
Vice-President: Richard Cox
Treasurer: Bruce Washburn
Secretary: Hal Bliss

(ALl Officers serve until 6/1/27)

Board Members

Elise Moore, Jim Payne, Cheri Stegall (until 6/1/27
Tom Merrill, Joe Schelzo, John Taylor, Pat Toftoy (until 6/1/28)

Assignments

Program:
Grapeshot:
Greeters:
History:

News Media:
YouTube Channel:
Book Sale:
Membership:
Travel & Tours:

Support

Grapeshot:
Databases:

Book Sale & Set Up:

Website:

John Taylor

Richard Cox

Jim Payne

Richard Cox, Joe Schelzo,
Bruce Washburn

Joe Schelzo

Tom Merrill

Pat Toftoy

Cheri Stegall

Elise Moore

Barbara Ray

John Machir

Michelle Craig, Bryan Seaman
Marc Echeveste



Photos from April meeting

Left and right: Lynn Herman,
assisted by his wife Joann, speak-
ing at the April meeting about
the New Mexico Campaign and
Glorieta Pass




Photos from May meeting

Above, Right, Below: The book sale was very

popular!

Left, Right, Below: May
speaker Neil Chatelain
speaking on “Treasure
and Empire n the Civil
War”



SCOTTSDALE CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE
PRESERVATION DONATIONS FOR 2025-26

A significant part of our mission as a roundtable is to help with promoting Civil
War heritage by giving financial support to acquire battlefield and related sites. We
use a part of your membership dues to generate funds for that effort. One of our
goals is to make our donations really meaningful by looking for opportunities where
we can leverage our money by having it matched by other organizations and individ-
uals. We were truly fortunate this year to identify some excellent matching opportu-
nities where our donations can have a major impact.

At its meeting on May 23, the Board of Directors unanimously approved the
following donations:

1. $1,000 to the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation of New Market,
Virginia. This donation helped secure a two-acre parcel at the Union
Church site, which played a key role in Battle of Cross Keys. We obtained
a 39-1 match for this donation.

2. Richmond, Virginia. This is a repeat donation to pay for interpretive sign-
age at some lesser-known sites in Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina,
Tennessee, and West Virginia.

3. $250 to the Pioneers’ Cemetery Association, Inc. of Phoenix. The cemetery
contains graves of Union and Confederate veterans, some of whom were
founders of the City of Phoenix.

4. 54,500 to the American Battlefield Trust (ABT) for its campaigns to acquire
141 acres at the Wilson’s Creek, Shiloh, and Bentonville battlefields at a 19
to 1 match.

A. Wilson’s Creek: This project is to acquire a five-acre tract
known as Bloody Hill. Union General Nathaniel Lyon launched
a surprise attack on a much larger Confederate force on August
10, 1861. He positioned his troops on what became known as
Bloody Hill in a strong defensive position prior to his attack.




B. Shiloh: This project is to acquire a two-acre parcel that was
part of early maneuvers on Day One of the April 6-7, 1862,
battle and is adjacent to land previously preserved by the
ABT and the National Military Park.

C. Bentonville: This project is to acquire a 134-acre tract that
was a critical part of the March 19th, 1865, battle known as
the “Bull Pen.” The Bull Pen became a key logistical and
maneuvering space as Johnston tried to break Sherman’s
forces before they could consolidate.

We can be very proud that we have made significant contributions to
preservation over the years. The following table shows the total reach of our
donations over the last several years.



YEAR AMOUNT

2026

2025

2024

2023

SCOTTSDALE CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE DONATIONS 2016-2026

$4500

$250

$1,000

$500

$4100

$900

$3000

$1500

$250
$250

$2,000

$2,000

$1,000
$1,000

SITE

Wilson’s Creek
Bentonville

Pioneer & Military
Memorial Park
(Phoenix)

Cross Keys

Trail markers
Brown’s Ferry
Spring Hill

Bentonville

Perryville
(Battlefield marker)

Gaines Mill
Cold Harbor
Seven Pines
Todd’s Tavern
Pioneer Park
Trail markers

Mine Run
Reams Station

SPONSOR
ABT

PCA

SVBT
Civil War Trails

ABT

Blue & Gray
Education Society

ABT

CVBT
PCA

Civil War Trails

ABT

Petersburg Breakthrough

Boyden Plank Rd

Dinwiddie Court House

Chickamauga
Shiloh

Brice’s Crossroads
Wyse Forks
Bentonville

Chancellorsville

Vicksburg*

ABT

CVBT
ABT

MATCH
19-1

None

39-1

None

54-1

None

2.1-1

None

None

None

30-1

18-1

None

None

TOTAL VALUE
$90,000

$250

$40,000

$500

$225,500

$900

$9300

$1500

$250
$250

$62,000

$38,000

$1,000
$1,000



YEAR AMOUNT SITE SPONSOR MATCH TOTAL VALUE

2022 $2,000 Williamsburg ABT 163-1 $328,000
$2,000 Upperville VA ABT 13-1 $28,000
Buffington OH
Belmont MO
Chickasaw Bayou MS
$2,000 Downdall Tavern CVBT None $2,000
(Chancellorsville)
2021 $1,000 Trail Markers Civil War Trails None $1,000
$3,500 Gaines Mill/ ABT None $3,500
Cold Harbor
2020 $1,000 Chattanooga/ ABT 53-1 $54,000
Franklin
2019 $2,500 Ft Blakeley AL/ ABT 32.74-1 $81,850

Wilson’s Creek/
Averasboro NC/

Bentonville/
Rappahanock Station
$2,500 Bristoe StationABT 593-1 $1,482,500
$1,500 National Civil War Museum None $1,500
2018 $5,000 Franklin/ ABT 27.17-1 $140,850

Ft Donelson/
Brown’s Ferry

$500 Ft. Negley Battle of Nashville None $500
Trust
2016 $5,000 Brandy Station** Brandy Station None $5,000

(Battlefield marker) Foundation

ABT = American Battlefield Trust (formerly Civil War Trust)
CVBT = Central Virginia Battlefield Trust
PCA = Pioneers’ Cemetery Association (Phoenix)

SVBT = Shenandoah Valley Battlefield Trust
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CATTLE RUSTLING CONFEDERATE STYLE: THE GREAT
BEEFSTEAK RAID AT PETERSBURG, SEPTEMBER 1864

© 2026 Richard P. Cox. All rights reserved.

The siege at Petersburg, lasting from June 1864 to March 1865, was not a
siege in the classic sense. Federal forces never completely encircled Richmond
or Petersburg. And even though the Union Army would ultimately construct
over thirty miles of fortifications and trenches from the eastern outskirts of
Richmond to around the eastern and southern outskirts of Petersburg, Southern
forces were still able to maneuver and send food and other supplies to the
beleaguered cities and soldiers.

But the Federal noose was tightening. In mid-August 1864, Union forces
had finally succeeded in capturing control of the Weldon Railroad, cutting off
Richmond’s supply line to North Carolina. Grant had thrust General Philip Sheri-
dan into the Shenandoah Valley, the “breadbasket of the Confederacy,” to choke
off food and other supplies from reaching the capital and the siege lines.

Confederate Sergeant George Shadburne was a scout attached to the Jeff
Davis Legion. He submitted a remarkable report to Wade Hampton, Lee’s chief
of cavalry, on September 5. It sketched with great accuracy Union defenses east
of City Point (Grant’s headquarters near the confluence of the Appomattox and
James Rivers) as far as Coggins Point. Shadburne and his fellow scouts had locat-
ed the camps and the Federal security forces guarding the Union army rear. He
was most interested in reporting that at Coggins Point (just south of City Point
along the James) was a “herd of 3,000 beeves, attended by 120 men and 30 citi-
zens with arms.”

Robert E. Lee had planted the seed for a Confederate raid on the Yankee
cattle pen in a September 3 message to Wade Hampton. Lee noted that “the
enemy is very open to attack at City Point and other points in the Union rear.”

Less than two weeks later, Hampton was acting on Lee’s suggestion and
Shadburne’s information. In complete secrecy, he stripped some of the forces
defending the rebel right flank southwest of Petersburg, about 3,000 in all, and
set off on September 14. His force travelled far south of the Union lines,
screened by thick woods, and then headed northeast.
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The raiding party had marched undetected to within ten miles of the
Union cattle pen at Coggins point. There Hampton gathered his subordinates
and explained his plan. As Noah Andre Trudeau, in his study of the Petersburg
Campaign puts it: “Hampton’s intention was not to scatter or destroy the cattle
herd, but to rustle it.”

Hampton split his command into three parts. The first part would take up
a position to block any Federal interference from the east and guard against
efforts to stampede the herd in that direction. A larger body was deployed
west to engage Union troops camped near Prince George Court House and
make up a western shield for the action. The remainer would head due north
and overrun the small defense force outside the pen and capture the cattle.

At 5 a.m. on September 16 the attack started. The two supporting col-
umns reached their objectives and held the defending Federals in check. The
capturing force was slowed down by a detachment of the 1** District of Colum-
bia Cavalry armed with Henry repeating rifles, but more Confederates joined to
fray and the path to the cattle pen was soon opened. The small detachment of
troops actually guarding the cattle was quickly subdued.

Harper's Weekly, The Beefsteak Raid
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One of Hampton’s troopers later wrote that “the enemy, seeing our
purpose, did their best to stampede the herd by hooting and shooting
among them. But in our brigade were quite a number of cowboys, not of
the Texas or Western sort, but real Virginia cowboys, who know the habits
and dispositions of cattle, and these managed this large drove with skill
and dexterity.”

Hampton’s men were driving the captured herd south by 8 a.m. The
herd stretched out for a distance of four or five miles. The cattle were
marched over a rickety bridge, where some Confederates tallied their
number at 2,486 head. The bridge was then destroyed to delay Federal
pursuit.

Once the Federal commanders got wind of Hampton’s action, they
sent troops south to cut off his return to rebel lines. Hampton expected
this, and after leaving a small force to keep the cattle moving west, he
turned the bulk of his troops to face the Union threat. The Union reaction
was too late and at 9 a.m. on September 17 the cattle passed into Confed-
erate lines. In addition to the cattle, the raid captured eleven wagons and
304 prisoners. Wade Hampton put his losses as ten killed, forty-seven
wounded and missing. Twenty or thirty of the cattle died from fatigue
trying to keep up the pace.

For days afterwards the southerners would taunt Union sentries,
thanking them for the food and inviting them over for dinner. There was
so much beef available that Confederate sentries would trade it to Union
sentries for coffee and other items unavailable in their army.

It was good while it lasted. But the welcome influx of meat quickly
disappeared like a late autumn snowfall. Within days Lee’s roughly 45,000
effectives manning the defenses around Petersburg were back on scant
rations.

But the raid was a welcome morale boost to Confederates and a
wake-up call to the Union army. Abraham Lincoln called the raid “the
slickest piece of cattle-stealing he ever heard of.” Walter Taylor, General
Lee’s adjutant, said the raid made up for the disruption of Confederate
supplies caused by the loss of the Weldon Railroad.
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Noah Andre Trudeau writes that:

“Grant ignored the affair in his official report of the Petersburg
campaign and made no mention of it in is postwar memoirs. He
was confident that Sheridan’s actions in the Shenandoah Valley
would affect operations around Petersburg. Fully expecting
news of victory in the Valley Grant responded to a question
about the rustling by pulling out and examining his watch with
the comment: ‘They have paid dearly for their beef this time.’
Still, it was nettling. A short time after he returned to City Point,
when a visitor asked him, “‘When do you expect to starve out
Lee and capture Richmond,” Grant replied, ‘Never, if our armies
continue to supply him with beef-cattle.”

Much of the action of the Beefsteak Raid took place in Prince George
County, Virginia. For several years the Prince George County Regional Heritage
Center has commemorated the raid with a steak dinner each September.

Dick Cox is SCWRT Vice President and Chair of the History Committee.
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THIS MONTH IN CIVIL WAR HISTORY

May 22, 1863. The U.S. War Department issues General Order No. 143,
establishing a Bureau of Colored Troops. Eventually there will be 175
regiments of the United States Colored Troops and 179,000 men will
serve in them. Another 19,000 will serve in the navy.
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Memorial Day at Pioneer Military & Memorial Park

On May 25, a Memorial Day event was held at the Phoenix park. Mark Stoler, Board
Member Hal Bliss, and several other Roundtable members were among the

attendees. The ceremony was conducted by Picacho Peak Camp #1 of the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War, and under the auspices of the Pioneers' Cemetery Association,
the non-profit which operates and maintains the cemeteries and to which the Scottsdale
Roundtable has made donations in recent years.

Above: Ceremony participants, including Robert Cox,
SUVCW & Roundtable member (far left); Terry Madt-
soré,dPres;clfdent of the Ic;cal chapr’:er of DPVFW; and Above: Mike Booth, Commander,
(To ) H;) ay, Commander Southwest District SUVCW Picacho Peak Camp #1 SUVCW
center

Left: SUVCW Flag

Below: Flags

Left: Winfield
Scott marker

16



May 2026 Trivia Questions

. Who was the highest-ranking general in the Confederate Army?

. George B. McClellan and Ambrose Powell Hill courted the same woman
in their early days. She was the daughter of a veteran of the Mexican
War who later served on McClellan’s staff during the Civil War. She
married McClellan. What was her maiden name?

. At the beginning of the war, what was the pay for a private and a brigadier
general?

. What do Grover Cleveland, John D. Rockefeller, George Templeton
Strong, and Theodore Roosevelt’'s father have in common?

Answers on final page
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For Your Information—Tours and Trips

SEPT 30 -
OCT 4, 2026

Vicksburg with Tim Smith

Explore the Vicksburg Campaign from Grant's marches and key battles to siege lines, naval
warfare, and civilian life—bringing the Civil War to life on every stop. Sites to visit will include
Vicksburg NMP, Chickasaw Bayou, Bethel Church, Old Courthouse Museum, Raymond Battle-
field, Big Black River Battlefield, USS Cairo Museum, McRaven House and so much more!
Tour guided by Tim Smith with special talks given by Larry Daniel, Jim Woodrick, Rick Martin,
Dr. Curt Fields and others.
Based in Vicksburg, MS
*Early Bird Pricing - Save $30 when you register for the Members or Non-Members
Conference Package by July 15, 2026. Use code VICKSBURG30 for Members,
code VICKSBURG301 for Non-Members when registering online.

REGISTER ONLINE HERE CLICK HERE FOR BROCHURE

'
I
I
| Trine committee welromec uniir recnmmendatinne for evcurcinne that minht be interesting
I
I
\

N ———— -

to our membership. Click here to email Elise elisemoore7@gmail.com

_______________________________________________________________________
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HISTORY DISCUSSION GROUP TOPICS SET FOR 2026-27
LOCATION AND MEETING TIMES

SCWRT'’s History Discussion Group is an informal monthly get-together for Civil War buffs
in the greater Phoenix area to discuss topics in Civil War history.

We meet at the Wildflower Bread Co. in the Seville Shopping Center, at the northeast corner
of Indian Bend and Scottsdale Roads. The McCormick Stillman Room, which is a partitioned
meeting room at the back of the restaurant, has been reserved for us.

Our meetings start at 6:00 p.m. and end at 7:30 p.m. There is ample parking in the shopping
center parking lot. In exchange for the Wildflower’s hospitality, we encourage but don’t
require attendees to buy some food and beverages from the restaurant before our meetings.

Everyone — members, non-members, family, friends, and visitors — are welcome. We’re
casual and have lots of fun talking about history! Come and check us out!

The following is our schedule and list of topics for the coming season:

9/24/26 Was it a smart move for the border states not to secede?

10/29/26 Was war inevitable? Could North and South have reached a compromise?
NO MEETINGS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

1/28/27 The War on the Waves: The Union and Confederate navies

2/25/27 Jefferson Davis and his Generals

3/25/27 If the South had won, would a Confederate States Government have been
successful?

4/29/27 More “What Ifs"”:
(1) What if Lee had chosen not to Fight it out at Gettysburg?
(2) What if Grant had not Come East in 18647
(3) What if Lincoln had not been Assassinated?

NO MEETING IN MAY
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RSVP one week prior to each event to receive your zoom link to
attend the Speaker Series!

Email us at pioneercem@yahoo.com with the following
information:

Speaker name & date
Your name
Your email address
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Scottsdale Civil War Round Table Membership Form

Please Join Us!

Your membership enables the SCWRT to donate towards civil war preservation projects and attract the best
Civil War experts from around the country to speak at our meetings, from September to May! Please fill out
this form and return it with your check payable to Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable. _Mailing address:

Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable
7349 N. Via Paseo Del Sur, Ste 515-274

Scottsdale, AZ 85258

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

Student Membership (no charge)

Active Duty Military (no charge)

Lifetime ($500) $

Individual Annual ($35) $

Family Annual ($45) $

Additional donation $
TOTAL ENCLOSED $

The Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable is an Arizona non-profit corporation and a U.S. 501(c)(3) tax-exempt
organization.

Website: www.scottsdalecwrt.org

All members receive our monthly publication, The Grapeshot, from Sept-May

Follow us on Facebook at Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable
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Other Online Opportunities

A series of free lectures on Fridays hosted by the Civil War Round Table
Congress (CWRTC). Check out their website for topics and to register.
2026 Lectures | CWRT Congress

CWRT Congress Fridays With U.S. Grant for a special series with Dr. Curt
Fields. www.cwrtcongress.org > videos » grant.html

YouTube Channel for CWRT Congress includes 40+ recorded past talks:
CWRT Congress - YouTube

From Chambersburg Civil War Seminars and Tours
For schedule and registration www.civilwarseminars.org/lectures

See Your Round Table Online

Watch past speakers on our YouTube Channel

Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable - YouTube

Visit our website: Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable - SCWRT Home
Follow us on Facebook: Facebook

Gary Gallagher presents a series of 48 lectures entitled “The American Civil War.”
Available on Audible as part of The Great Courses.

Chris Mackowski hosts The Emerging Civil War Podcast. New episodes on
Tuesdays.

Find articles by Gary Dorris on his blog at alincolnbygadorris.com.

Pioneers’ Cemetery Association YouTube Channel Pioneers' Cemetery Associa-
tion - YouTube
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May 2026 Trivia Answers

. Samuel Cooper, Adjutant General and Inspector General of the
Confederate Army. He never had a field command.

. Ellen Marcy, daughter of Randolph B. Marcy.

. Private: $13, Brigadier General: $315
(Confederate pay $11 and $301).

. The all hired substitutes to serve for them in the Union Army.
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