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About Our Speaker

Lucas Wilder

The Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable is pleased to welcome historian,
park service ranger, and Civil War You-Tuber par excellence, Dr. Lucas
Wilder, a.k.a. the Wilder Historian. His presentation is entitled “A House

Full of Rat Holes: The Chattanooga and East Tennessee Campaigns.”

Lucas has been a public historian for 15 years, currently servicing in
the National Park Service at Cumberland National Park. However, Lucas is
most famous for his outstanding social media presence, which rides under
the banner of “History Gone Wilder”, on all platforms. His YouTube channel
is a virtual Civil War university, with more than 700 videos, ranging from
biopics on major figures to detailed tactical discussions of most of the major
and minor battles. His YouTube channel has more than 1 million hours of air
time and 8 million viewers. Lucas’s doctoral dissertation explored the envi-
ronmental issues in East Tennessee and Appalachia more broadly and how
that environment contributed to difficulties on both sides during some of

the major campaigns in the Western Theatre.

History Gone Wilder can be found at YouTube :

Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 6:00 PM

Join the meeting on YouTube:


https://youtube.com/live/s0nDVkgZlUM?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/s0nDVkgZlUM?feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/@HistoryGoneWilder

Scottsdale Civil War Round Table
Speakers & Programs September 2025 -May 2026

January 20 - Lucas Wilder, "A House Full of Rat Holes: The Chattanooga
and East Tennessee Campaigns”

February 17 - Curt Fields, "An Evening with General Grant"
March 17 - Roseann Bacha-Garza, "Civil War in the Rio Grande Valley"
April 21 - Lynn Herman, "The New Mexico Campaign & Glorieta Pass"

May 19 - Neil Chatelain, "Treasure & Empire in the Civil War"

GENTLE REMINDERS )

e Members, please remember to wear your name badges to our meetings.
It helps us to remember you and for others to get to know you.

e New members, please stop by the welcome desk to pick up your name
badges and welcome tote bags!




Letter from our President

Mark Stoler

This week I was interviewed by the Arcadia News, which is doing a story on the Roundtable.
We take advantage of every opportunity to get exposure and reach people with an interest in
history who do not know about our Roundtable. More recently, we had several ASU OLLI
members sign up for our Picacho Tour and they had not previously known about the
Roundtable.

Each month we send out a press release on our speaker which goes to many publications and
media across the Phoenix Metro area. It was through this that the Arcadia News became
aware of us and decided to do a feature story. We also make an effort to get on the online
event calendars that several of the local TV stations have on their websites. Next month
we’ll be making our third annual appearance at the Scottsdale Senior Expo. All of this is
geared toward expanding our membership, which is essential to maintaining the vitality and
financial capacity of the Roundtable.

We’ve gained quite a few new members through these efforts. The Scottsdale Public Library
and the City of Scottsdale have also been great recruiters through their newsletters, but when
we ask new members how they heard about the Roundtable it is clear that our best recruiters
are you, our members. The largest group of new members are friends and family of current
Roundtable members. We thank you for that and keep ‘em coming!

Our February 17 meeting featuring Curt Fields as General U.S. Grant will be special. 2026 is
the 250th anniversary of the United States and Grant was president during the Centennial so
this is our way of commenting that anniversary. Two nights later, Curt will appear at the
Museum of the Western Spirit as President Grant speaking on Indian policy and Roundtable
members can attend for free. More details to follow.

We are always on the lookout for members who would like to work to support our organiza-
tion. It takes a lot to keep it going. If you are interested in becoming more involved, please
contact me at or speak with me or other Board members at one of
our meetings.


mailto:stolerscwrt@gmail.com

PICACHO PEAK TOUR, SATURDAY, JANUARY 24

For those of you who have reservations, the bus will leave PROMPTLY at 8:30 am to
maintain our schedule, so please make plans to be parked and on the bus no later than
8:15. We will be boarding the bus on E Bennie Gonzales Way, which is north of
Scottsdale City Hall and south of Indian School Rd between N Drinkwater Blvd and
75th Street. Ample parking will be available adjacent to the Gonzales Way in the City
Hall and One Civic Center parking lots to either side.

< SO e BYS Pickup” |2
= ») 4

Our first stop will be at the Pioneer and Military Memorial Park in Phoenix. From
there we will proceed to Picacho Peak State Park where we will hear about the Battle
of Picacho Pass.

Box lunches, canned drinks, and water will be provided. The bus will be stopping once
each way at the public restroom stop along I-10. There are restrooms at the State Park
and there is a restroom on the bus for emergencies.

We will be returning to Scottsdale between 4 and 5 pm



2025-2026 Roundtable Officers, Board & Committees Officers

President: Mark Stoler (203)645-1387; stolerscwrt@gmail.com
Vice President: Richard Cox

Treasurer: Bruce Washburn

Secretary: Hal Bliss

(All Officers serve until 6/1/2027)

Board Members

Tom Merrill, John Taylor, Pat Toftoy (until 6/1/26)

Elise Moore, Jim Payne, Cheri Stegall (until 6/1/27)

Committees

Program: John Taylor, Cheri Stegall
Grapeshot: Richard Cox

Greeters: Jim Payne

History: Richard Cox

News Media: Jim Payne

Event Support & YouTube: Tom Merrill

Book Sale: Pat Toftoy

Membership: Mark Stoler, Cheri Stegall
Travel & Tours: Elise Moore

Grapeshot Editor: Barbara Ray

Database Management: John Machir



Photos from December meeting

Above L and R: Derek Maxfield signs books and chats
with members before the December meeting

Land R: John
Fritz exhibits his
Civil War memo-
rabilia

Above L and R: Derek Maxfield captivates his audience with his
presentation of “Sherman: Man or Monster”




SCOTTSDALE ROUNDTABLE PARTNERING AGAIN
WITH THE ARIZONA HISTORICAL SOCIETY FOR
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY

National History Day is an annual event, designed to encourage and provide
recognition to middle and high school students interested in history. Separate com-
petitions are held for 6-8 and 9-12 grades. Projects include papers, presentations,
and social media projects. Winners in each state participate in the national finals.

The Arizona Historical Society (AHS) runs the event in our state and, once
again, we have an opportunity to provide judges for the 2026 competition. Last
year, the Roundtable provided a dozen judges (more than 10% of all judges). It’s a
great opportunity to engage and encourage schoolchildren with an interest in
history.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Roundtable Board
member Cheri Stegall at . You can sign up for one or
more competitions. Plan to be available from 8 to 3 on the day of the
competition.

Dates and locations for the events in the Phoenix area:

SEMI-FINALS

February 21

University of Arizona - Chandler

3rd Floor of 55 N Arizona Place, Chandler

March 14
Northwest Christian High School
16401 N. 43rd Ave, Phoenix

FINALS

April 12

South Mountain Community College
7050 S. 24th St, Phoenix


mailto:cheristegall@gmail.com

OLD DOUGLAS, THE CONFEDERATE CAMEL

2026 Richard P. Cox. All rights reserved.

Among the 5,000 grave markers for Confederate soldiers in the Soldier’s
Rest section of Cedar Hill Cemetery in Vicksburg, Mississippi, is one of the most
unusual Civil War monuments. It pays tribute to Old Douglas, the camel of
Company B, 43" Mississippi Infantry, which became known as the “Camel Regi-

ment.”

Douglas may have been an oddity in the world of Civil War combat, but he
was neither the first nor only camel to serve in the military. After the discovery
of gold in California, it became vitally important for the army to protect the
people and goods moving through the Southwest. A major problem was that
the army’s horses and mules were dying from dehydration in the arid western
deserts.

"DOUGLAS"

“0LD DOUGLAS™ WAS THE
“FAITHFUL, PATIENT” CAMEL
OF THE 43RD MS INFANTRY
VOLS: CSA. DOUGLAS WAS A
DROMEDARY CAMEL. AND WAS

" GIVEN TO COL. ¥ M
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In 1853, then Secretary of War Jefferson Davis had an idea. Camels were
known for their stamina in hot, dry climates. He directed the army to launch
what became known as the Texas Camel Experiment and persuaded Congress
to establish the U.S. Camel Corps. A procurement expedition was sent to the
Ottoman Empire. After numerous setbacks, bribes, and negotiations, thirty-
three dromedaries (one hump camels) were purchased. Two months later, the
first caravan of camels batted their long eyelashes at the confused citizens of
Indianola, Texas, on the Gulf.

The camels trekked many days before reaching their quarters at Camp
Verde, sixty miles west of San Antonio. However, the camp commander hated
the beasts under his charge: “l would not give one mule for five camels. They
smell, upset the horses and mules, spit, and have disagreeable personalities.”
But the camels proved their worth. They were far superior to horses and mules
on treacherous, rocky slopes. Their feet had tough soles that didn’t need shoe-
ing. They required little water and could live for days off the fat stored in their
humps. An added benefit was that the sight of a camel scared off Comanches.
By the late 1850s a hundred camels called Texas home.

However, Old Douglas was not one of them. At the same time as the Tex-
as Camel experiment, other camels were being privately imported into Mobile,
Alabama. Planters sought to experiment with the camels for agricultural work.
One William Hargrove of Mississippi purchased Old Douglas for that purpose.
When war broke out, Hargrove joined the 43 Mississippi Infantry and volun-
teered Old Douglas to his commanding officer, Colonel W.H. Moore. Moore
assigned Old Douglas to carry knapsacks and the regimental band’s instru-
ments.

Douglas was well-loved by the soldiers in the 43" and became their regi-
mental mascot. The horses were less enthusiastic about his presence. On one
occasion Douglas is said to have spooked some of the horses, which stampeded
through camp and injured several soldiers and horses. He routinely broke free
from his tether and used his freedom to graze but never wandered too far from
the regiment. One day, as he wandered into no-man’s-land between the lines,
he paid the ultimate price for his freedom.
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Douglas participated in the Battles of luka and Corinth before being
sequestered with his regiment inside the siege lines at Vicksburg. On June 27"
1863, a Union sharpshooter gunned Douglas down while he was grazing.
According to one legend, Union soldiers ate him and made souvenirs from his
bones. Soldiers in Douglas’s regiment took their revenge by severely wounding
the sharpshooter who had killed their beloved camel. The truth, however, is
perhaps even more tragic. His monument states that Douglas was eaten by his
own regiment because of the desperate lack of rations during the siege.

The U.S. Camel Corps struggled on for a while, but the war had taken the
steam out of the experiment. Many camels were sold at auctions and worked
at circuses and mines, as postal carriers and pack animals. Some escaped or
were set free, and feral camels were occasionally spotted roaming the South-
west years after the war. The Corps officially went out of business in 1869, due
in large part to the coming of the railroads.

Dick Cox is SCWRT Vice President and Chair of the History Committee.
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Remind Me Again,
What Regiment Did Shakespeare Command?

Roundtable member, former General Ben Butler, and artistic director of the South-
west Shakespeare Company, Keath Hall, makes a special offer of discounted tickets
for Roundtable members to the company’s next productions. Keath is heading once
more into the breach with productions of Henry V and The Merry Wives of Windsor
coming up in February at the Mesa Arts Center.

by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
FEBRUARY 7-22 FEBRUARY 14-21

SOUTHWEST SHAKESPEARE | COMPANY SOUTHWEST SHAKESPEARE | cOMPANY

You can purchase tickets by going to the Southwest Shakespeare Company website
and use these family and friends codes for dis-
counts:

Merry Wives: Pistol
Henry V: Warwick
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https://www.swshakespeare.org/1984

THIS MONTH IN CIVIL WAR HISTORY

Major General George B. McClellan

January 6, 1862. At a meeting with two generals of the Army of the
Potomac (McClellan is down with typhoid fever), President Lincoln
remarks that if General McClellan doesn’t want to use the army, he
would like to “borrow it for a while.” He is reflecting the widespread
dissatisfaction of both officials and the public with the lack of pro-
gress McClellan had made.
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January 2026 Trivia Questions

. What foreign country produced the highest number of troops for the

Union army?

. Who was the commander of the Western Gunboat Flotilla and led the

gunboats in the Battles of Fort Henry and Donelson?

. What popular Milton Bradley board game about the Civil War appeared

in 1961 just in time for the centennial?

. What was the main difference between Union and Confederate artillery

batteries?

Answers on final page
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HISTORY DISCUSSION GROUP TOPICS SET FOR 2025-26
LOCATION AND MEETING TIMES

SCWRT’s History Discussion Group is an informal monthly get-together for
Civil War buffs in the greater Phoenix area to discuss topics in Civil War history.

We meet at the Wildflower Bread Co. in the Seville Shopping Center, at the
northeast corner of Indian Bend and Scottsdale Roads. The McCormick Stillman
Room, which is a partitioned meeting room at the back of the restaurant, has
been reserved for us.

Our meetings start at 6:00 p.m. and end at 7:30 p.m. There is ample
parking in the shopping center parking lot. In exchange for the Wildflower’s
hospitality, we encourage but don’t require attendees to buy some food and
beverages from the restaurant before our meetings.

Everyone — members, non-members, family, friends, and visitors — are
welcome. We're casual and have lots of fun talking about history! Come and
check us out!

The following is our schedule and list of topics for the coming season:

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER

1/29/26 The Civil War “Name Game”: Are any of the many names
applied to the war accurate?

2/26/26 The generalship of Robert E. Lee
3/26/26 In what ways did the war permanently change the U.S.?
4/30/26 Films about the Civil War: Which are the best?

NO MEETING IN MAY
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What’s Going On at Neighboring Roundtables?

TUCSON 2025/2026

Jan 2 Bob Presman “Was Abraham Lincoln a White Supremacist?”
Feb 6 Floyd Gray Ft Huachuca

March 6 Amanda Dahl, Director of Sanguinetti Museum in Yuma “John W
Jones: The Unsung Civil War Hero and Spy”

April 3 Bob Consigli “Capt. Frances Lowell”

May 1 Dr. Christopher Oakley Prof at NC “Placing the Platform: Using 3D
Technology to Pinpoint Lincoln at Gettysburg” (Zoom)

SUN CITY WEST AND SURPRISE 2025-26

DATE TOPIC LEADER
1/06/26 Andersonville Pt. 2 Jim Ramage
2/03/26 Statesmen of the Lost Cause Thomas Gergen
3/03/26 U.S. Army Camel Corps Bill Andrews
4/07/26 Quantrill’s Raiders Brian Callahan

5/05/26 Gen. Ambrose Burnside Dan Lookabill
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- Western Spil'lt Smithsonian
— SCOTTSDALE'S MUSEUM OF THE WEST Affillate

The Abe Hays Family
Spirit of the West
Collection

Revolvers, rifles, saddles, knives, holsters, spurs, chaps, badges and more. See
a collection of 1,400 Old West items from Scottsdale gallerist Abe Hays. While
every artifact on display captures a part of our history, many are exceedingly
rare.

The exhibition themes include Working Cowboys; Wild West Shows; Western
Gear Made in Prisons; Rodeos and Fairs; Western Movies and Parades; Out-
laws and Lawmen; Western Saloons; and lllustrations.

This exhibition is ongoing.
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Scottsdale Civil War Round Table Membership Form

Please Join Us!

Your membership enables the SCWRT to donate towards civil war preservation projects and attract the best
Civil War experts from around the country to speak at our meetings, from September to May! Please fill out
this form and return it with your check payable to Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable. Mailing address:

Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable
7349 N. Via Paseo Del Sur, Ste 515-274

Scottsdale, AZ 85258

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

Student Membership (no charge)

Active Duty Military (no charge)

Lifetime ($500) $

Individual Annual ($35) $

Family Annual ($45) $

Additional donation $
TOTAL ENCLOSED $

The Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable is an Arizona non-profit corporation and a U.S. 501(c)(3) tax-exempt
organization.

Website: www.scottsdalecwrt.org

All members receive our monthly publication, The Grapeshot, from Sept-May

Follow us on Facebook at Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable
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Other Online Opportunities

A series of free lectures on Wednesdays hosted by the Civil War Round Table
Congress (CWRTC). Check out their website for topics and to register.
2025 Lectures | CWRT Congress

CWRT Congress Fridays With U.S. Grant for a special series with Dr. Curt
Fields.

To register (free)

www.cwrtcongress.org » videos » grant.html

YouTube Channel for CWRT Congress includes 40+ recorded past talks:
CWRT Congress - YouTube

From Chambersburg Civil War Seminars and Tours
Zoom presentations 15th and 30th of every month.
For schedule and registration www.civilwarseminars.org/lectures

See Your Round Table Online

Watch past speakers on our YouTube Channel

Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable - YouTube

Visit our website: Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable - SCWRT Home
Follow us on Facebook: Facebook

Gary Gallagher presents a series of 48 lectures entitled “The American Civil War.”
Available on Audible as part of

Chris Mackowski hosts . New episodes on
Tuesdays.

Find articles by Gary Dorris on his blog at
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https://cwrtcongress.org/videos/2025-lectures.html
http://www.cwrtcongress.org/videos/grant.html
https://www.youtube.com/@CWRTCongress
https://www.civilwarseminars.org/lectures
https://www.youtube.com/@scottsdalecivilwarroundtab7294
https://www.scottsdalecwrt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064457781695#
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=great+courses+the+american+civil+war&i=audible&crid=1DYUKXEWOJMOA&sprefix=great+courses+the+american+civil+war%2Caudible%2C234&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://emergingcivilwar.com/the-emerging-civil-war-podcast/
https://www.alincolnbygadorris.com/

January 2026 Trivia Answers

. Germany (technically, the German states). Over 200,000 Union soldiers
were either born in Germany or were first generation citizens coming

from Germany.
. Captain Andrew Hull Foote.
. “Battle-Cry.”

. A Union battery typically had six guns, while a Confederate battery
usually had four. Confederate batteries were smaller due to a short-

age of horses to pull the guns and caissons.
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