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Dr. Craig L. Symonds is Professor Emeritus at the United States 
Naval Academy. During a thirty-year teaching career at the 
Academy, including a four year term as Department Chair, 
Symonds was the first person to win both the Academy’s 
“Excellence in Teaching” award (1988) and its “Excellence in 
Research” award (1998).  He also received the Department of the 
Navy’s Superior Civilian Service medal on three occasions.  He 
was Professor of Strategy at the U.S. Naval War College in 
Newport, Rhode Island, and at the Britannia Royal Naval College in 
Dartmouth, England.  After retirement in 2005, Symonds returned 
to the Naval Academy for one year in 2011-12 to serve as “The 
Class of 1957 Distinguished Professor of American Naval History”.  
Symonds was awarded the Dudley Knox Medal for Lifetime 
Achievement by the Naval Historical Foundation in 2014. 

Symonds is the author or editor of twenty-eight books, including 
prize-winning biographies of Civil War figures Joseph E. Johnston 
(1992), Patrick Cleburne (1997), and Franklin Buchanan (1999).  
His 2005 book, Decision at Sea: Five Naval Battles that Shaped 
American History, won the Theodore and Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Prize for Naval History, and his 2008 book, Lincoln and His 
Admirals: Abraham Lincoln, the U.S. Navy, and the Civil War, won 
the Barondess Prize, the Laney Prize, the Lyman Prize, the Lincoln 
Prize, and the Abraham Lincoln Institute Book Award.  He won the 
Nevins-Freeman Prize in 2009.  His book on The Battle of Midway 
was published in 2011, and his most recent book is Neptune: The 
Allied Invasion of Europe and the D-Day Landings, which won the 
John Barry Prize from the New York Counsel of the Navy League. 

CRAIG SYMONDS 
CUTTING THE 

GORDIAN KNOT: 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
AND THE PROBLEM   

OF SLAVERY IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY 

 March 15, 2016 

6:40 PM 
Scottsdale Civic Center 
Library (Auditorium)
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 
April 19…S.C. “Sam” Gwynne 
Stonewall Jackson: One of  the Civil War’s Great 
Transformations 
May 17…Greg Biggs 
The Question Was One of  Supplies - The Logistics for 
William T. Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign 
…………………………………………………… 

DID YOU KNOW? 
SCOTTSDALE WAS CREATED BY 

CIVIL WAR VETERAN  
WILLIAM MURPHY 

by SCWRT Member Bob Breen 

Without William Murphy (fought with 
Sherman into Atlanta), would Civil War 
preacher Winfield Scott promoted the 

town and area?  Murphy promoted, sold 
bonds and built the 

Arizona Canal and the dam that gave 
Scottsdale and Phoenix the water to 

grow and prosper.  1888 was the time 
frame for this key action.  Murphy went 

on to find towns, spas and a small 
railroad to Phoenix.  It is said that in 
1909, when Teddy Roosevelt came to 
town..he said “Damn, we can make it 

better!” and went on to create the 
Reclaimation Act which gave us the 

initial funds (the state of Arizona paid 
them back) to make the Roosevelt Dam 

and Lake.  So, if not for Civil War Vet 
Murphy….???

88th Pennsylvania Monument 
at sunset on Oak Ridge, Gettysburg 

**photo by SCWRT member BILL SPOEHR and 
used with his permission 

Stones River Battlefield 
These Wiard rifled cannons represent two of 
the guns lost by Union forces in the Slaughter 
Pen.  The limestone outcroppings made great 

natural rifle pits for the Union forces. 

**photo by SCWRT member JOE RADLEY and 
used with his permission
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NEW CIVIL WAR “STUFF”  
in the January Issue of  the Journal of 

Military History  
-by- 

 SCWRT Member GREG WILMOTH 

The Journal of Military History is the quarterly journal of the Society of Military History.  Each 
issue includes articles, book reviews, “books received” and recent journal articles on a wide 
variety of military history topics, including the Civil War.  The January 2016 issue was a special 
issue on the bicentennial of the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars.  Although it didn’t include any 
articles on the Civil War, there were nine regular book reviews on books covering Civil War topics 
and three new “books received” noted.  If one of the books below catches your eye, we urge you 
to order a copy through our Round Table patron and supporter, Guidon Books.  And if you’re 
interested in the articles and reviews in the Journal of Military History, check out the Society for 
Military History’s website:  www.smh-hq.org   

ARTICLES:  (None this issue.)  

BOOK REVIEWS:   

Hungarian Emigres in the American Civil War: A History and Biographical Dictionary, by Istvan 
Kornel Vida.  Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2012.  Two reviews, one by Christian B. Keller, U.S. Army 
War College, Carslisle, PA, and the other by Rae Bielakowski, Leavenworth, KS.    

Crucible of Command: Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee—The War They Fought, the Peace They 
Forged, by William C. Davis.  Reviewed by Jennifer M. Murray, University of Virginia’s College at 
Wise, Wise, VA.   

Civil War Infantry Tactics: Training, Combat, and Small-Unit Effectiveness, by Earl J. Hess.  Baton 
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2015.  Reviewed by Barton A. Myers, Washington and Lee 
University, Lexington, VA.   

Corps Commanders in Blue: Union Major Generals in the Civil War, edited by Ethan S. Rafuse.  
Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2014.  Reviewed by Kevin Adams, Kent State 
University, Kent, OH.   

Lincoln’s Trident: The West Gulf Blockading Squadron during the Civil War, by Robert M. 
Browning, Jr.  Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2015.  Reviewed by Edward T. Cotham, Jr., 
The Terry Foundation, Houston, TX.     

Continued next page……
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Defining Duty in the Civil War: Personal Choice, Popular Culture, and the Union Home Front, by 
J. Matthew Gallman.  Chapel Hill: UNC Press, 2015.  Reviewed by Ginette Aley, Kansas State 
University, Manhattan, KS.   

The First Battle of Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864, by 
William Glenn Robertson.  Revised and expanded edition.  El Dorado Hills, CA: Savas Beatie, 2015.  
Reviewed by Nathan A. Marzoli, U.S. Army Center of Military History, Fort McNair, DC.   

Their Last Full Measure: The Final Days of the Civil War, by Joseph Wheelan.  Boston: De Capo 
Press, 2015.  Reviewed by Kyle S. Sinisi, The Citadel, Charleston, SC.   

On a Great Battlefield: The Making, Management, and Memory of Gettysburg National Military 
Park, 1933-2013, by Jennifer M. Murray.  Knoxville, TN:  University of Tennessee Press, 2014.  
Reviewed by Timothy J. Orr, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, VA.   

BOOKS RECEIVED:   

Conspicuous Gallantry: The Civil War and Reconstruction Letters of James W. King, 11th Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry, edited by Eric R. Foust.  Kent, OH: The Kent State University Press, 2015.  

Gettysburg Cyclorama: The Turning Point of the Civil War on Canvas, by Chris Brenneman and Sue 
Boardman.  Photography by Bill Dowling.  El Dorado Hills, CA: Savas Beatie, 2015.   

Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg: A Guide to the Most Famous Attack in American History, by 
James A. Hessler and Wayne E. Motts.  El Dorado Hills, CA: Savas Beatie, 2015.  

Member Shelly Dudley sent in this photo and 
wants to know if  anyone knows what it is?
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