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Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable. Inc. 

501 (C) (3) non profit Corporation , Founded 1978 

The Grapeshot 
Newsletter 

 This month’s presenter:   

Terrence Winschel 

Scottsdale Civic 

Center  

Library  Auditorium 

January 17, 2023, 

5 pm 
Also on Zoom 

January 2023 

 

Follow us on Facebook 

The Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable 
welcomes Terrence Winschel as he 
presents “Edwin C. Bearss: An  
Historians Tribute”. 

 

 

Ed Bearrss 

https://www.facebook.com/Scottsdale-Civil-War-Round-Table-209429072422940/
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Terrence Winschel recently retired as the historian of the Vicksburg National Military Park. He succeed-
ed Edwin Bearss, who left Vicksburg to assume the role of Chief Historian with the National Park Ser-
vice in Washington DC. Winschel, a native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and a graduate of Pennsylvania 
State University, was a life-long employee of the Park Service.  In 1976, Winschel started his long ca-
reer in the field of public history by joining the Licensed Battlefield Guides at Gettysburg and leading 
tours of the battlefield. His big opportunity, however, to join the Park Service was not going to end in a 
seasonal position at Gettysburg but rather a winter seasonal assignment at Vicksburg. It was at Vicks-
burg that Winschel first came into contact with Ed Bearss. 

 

Winschel's residence at Vicksburg proved short lived. He assumed another seasonal position at Freder-
icksburg and Valley Forge. In 1978 he returned to Vicksburg where he would remain until retirement 
from the Park Service. While at Vicksburg, Terry authored a number of articles for popular magazines 
such as Blue & Gray and Gettysburg Magazine. Subsequently, he wrote extensively on the Vicksburg 
campaign publishing Triumph & Defeat: The Vicksburg Campaign in 1999. Following that triumph, he 
published a two-volume history of the campaign.  

 

His talk before the Scottsdale Civil War Round Table, "Edwin C. Bearss: An Historians Tribute," will hon-
or his old friend and mentor the late Ed Bearss. Winschel will have copies of his books for sale at the 
January meeting of the round table.  

Topic: Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable,  
January 17, 2023 Time: 05:00 PM Arizona 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85776666048?pwd=aG1VMqeAbFwnZDO7R84KQbUU8ZaC3Q.1 
 
Meeting ID: 857 7666 6048  

About Our Speaker 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85776666048?pwd=aG1VMqeAbFwnZDO7R84KQbUU8ZaC3Q.1
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Scottsdale Civil War Round Table 

Speakers & Programs   

January 2023 - May 2023 

 

 

January 17  Terry Winschel "Edwin C. Bearss: An Historian's Tribute” 

 

 February 21  Fay Yarbrough “Choctaw Confederates:  The American Civil War in 
    Indian Country” 

 

March 21  Eric Wittenberg “Holding the Line on the River of Death: Union 
   Cavalry at Chickamauga” 

 

April 18  Lesley Gordon “’A Badge of Conspicuous Gallantry’: Allegations of 
   Cowardice in a Civil War Regiment” 

  

 May 16  Garry Adelman “Battlefield Preservation Extravaganza: People, 
    Politics, Parcels, and Progress” 

 

  

 

All events at 5 PM in the Scottsdale Civic Center Library Auditorium and available sim-
ultaneously on Zoom. 

  

 If attending in person, you can come as early as 4 PM to meet our speaker, fellow 
members, and browse the book sale. 
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President’s Letter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Along with his national legacy as historian, roles with the National Park Service, and in 
battlefield preservation, Ed played a critical role in the growth of the Scottsdale Civil 
War Roundtable. For twenty years he appeared here every January, was the Round-
table’s biggest draw, and helped establish our credibility in the Civil War community. 
That’s why this meeting is such a special event for all of us, and particularly appropriate 
as 2023 marks a century since Ed’s birth in 1923. 

Everyone who ever encountered Ed, whether as speaker, tour guide, or in any other 
venue, has stories about him. He was one of those unforgettable characters you felt 
privileged to meet. I’d been on tours with him before moving to the Phoenix area in 
2017 so already had my share of stories, but it was after joining the Roundtable that I 
had my most memorable time with Ed. 

Ed had a regular routine when visiting us. He’d speak on Tuesday night and then would 
stay for two nights, before flying on Thursday morning to Houston to speak at its 
Roundtable. On Wednesday it would be up to the Roundtable to find some historical 
site for Ed to visit (it couldn’t be something he’d seen before) and for a Board member 
to spend the day with him. 

My first task as new Board member in January 2018 was to drive Ed back and forth to 
Tucson to visit the Museum of the Horse Soldier, a wonderful museum which unfortu-
nately is now closed. That meant four hours in the car with just Ed and myself. I also 
had a lunch with Ed, museum director Rae Whitley, and Western historian John Langel-
lier, at which I sat fascinated, listening as they discussed historians, the Park Service, 
and what were the best history museums in the U.S.  It was that discussion that prompt-
ed me the following year to visit the National Museum of the Pacific War in Fredericks-
burg, Texas, which they had agreed was the best. 

This month is all about the Roundtable’s 
special event celebrating the life and  
legacy of Ed Bearss with our speaker, 
Terry  Winschel.  We have a lot planed 
for that date, including a free raffle for a 
book signed by Ed. 
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On our drive Ed and I (well, mostly Ed) talked the entire time. We spoke very little of 
the Civil War but I asked him questions about, among other things, his childhood, his 
wounding at Cape Gloucester and recovery, work with Lyndon Johnson on the crea-
tion of the LBJ Ranch Historic Site, and heard the gossip about various Secretaries of 
the Interior, along with quite a few great stories. It also turned out we were both 
huge baseball fans and found out he’d attended the first Major League All-Star game 
in Chicago in 1933! 

Ed also asked me quite a few questions, about my background, about Arizona histo-
ry, and about its Indian tribes.  I was struck by his curiosity and interest in knowing 
new things.  I’d also seen this on exhibit at the Horse Soldier museum when he pep-
pered Rae with questions. 

I treasure the memory of that day, feeling so fortunate to have been able to spend 

that time with Ed 

Mark Stoler 
stolerscwrt@gmail.com 
203-645-1387 

 
Ed and Ray Whitley 
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Officers & Organization 
 

Officers /  Board Members 
 
President: Mark Stoler (203-645-1387) (stolerscwrt@gmail.com) 
 
President Emeritus: Dr John Bamberl (480-699-5844) 
 
Vice President: Richard Cox 
 
Secretary: Hal Bliss 
 
Treasurer: Bruce Washburn 
 
Board Members (thru 5/2023): John Bamberl, Shelly Dudley, Don Swanson, Cal Thompson 
 
Board Members (thru 5/2024): Tom Merrill, Pat Toftoy, David Ward 
 

Committees 
 
Program: David Ward 
 
Book Table: Cal Thompson 
 
Grapeshot: Richard Cox 
 
Greeters: John Bamberl 
 
History: Richard Cox 
 
News Media: Shelly Dudley 
 
Membership: Mark Stoler 
 
Social Media: John Bamberl 
 
Student Outreach: Tom Merrill 
 
Libraries Liaison: Pat Toftoy 
 
 
Dues: 
 
$35 Individual; $45 Family; $500 Lifetime; Students & Active Military Service - Free 
 
Website: www.scottsdalecwrt.org 
 

Mailing Address: 
 

Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable 
7359 N Via Paseo Del Sur, Ste 515-274 

Scottsdale AZ 85258 

mailto:relots@gmail.com
http://www.scottsdalecwrt.org
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GALVANIZED YANKEES,  
GALVANIZED CONFEDERATES 

 

© 2023 Richard P. Cox. All rights reserved. 
 

 

 It’s generally acknowledged that conditions in Civil War prisoner-of-war camps – 
both North and South – were deplorable. Inadequate food, shelter and sanitation pro-
duced much sickness and death. Many others resented that they hadn’t been ex-
changed or paroled. In addition, some Confederate POWs, especially European immi-
grants, were not overly loyal to the southern cause. For these reasons, some 6,000 Con-
federates agreed to switch sides during the war. 

Confederate soldiers who took the oath of allegiance to the Union became 
known as “Galvanized Yankees,” though the origin of the term is a bit obscure. There is 
evidence that the term was first used to designate any captured Union soldier who 
turned Confederate. Over time, however, the expression came to be used by Confeder-
ates to apply to anyone who took the oath of allegiance to the Union, and even to Un-
ion sympathizers in the South. 

It was Samuel Bowles who exactly defined the meaning of term and made it stick 
by dispatching a story to his newspaper, the Springfield (Mass.) Republican. In May 
1865 he wrote, “Among the present limited numbers of troops on the plain are two 
regiments of infantry, all from the rebel army. They have cheerfully re-enlisted in the 
federal service .. . . They are known in the army as ‘white-washed rebs,’ or as they call 
themselves ‘galvanized Yankees.’”  

 

      

Confederate POWs Taking the Oath of Allegiance at Rock Island, Illinois 
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The Galvanized Yankees never took part in the raging conflict in the East. They 
were sent to the Western frontier for practical reasons. Had they been sent back into 
the conflict they had just left they possibly would have been forced to wound or kill 
some of their former comrades or even kinsmen. More importantly, if captured by 
Confederate troops they would have been tried and executed for desertion and trea-
son. On the Western plains they fought against a new enemy, the Plains Indians.  

Steps toward enlisting Confederate prisoners into federal service might never 
have been taken had not the Sioux Indians started their war along the Minnesota fron-
tier in late summer 1862. The Sioux attacked the Minnesotans at a time when most of 
their soldiers were away fighting Confederates. More than 1,500 settlers were killed. 
The Sioux and other western tribes were quick to take advantage of the major conflict 
in the East, which forced the federal government to remove troops from frontier 
posts.  

Between September 1864 and November 1866 the newly-minted Union troops 
soldiered across the West. Many of them died there – killed by Indians, scurvy, epi-
demic disease and winter blizzards. Because of the harsh conditions they faced some 
of them deserted, although their rate of desertion was only slightly higher that in state 
volunteer regiments of the Union. 

Officially they were known as the United States Volunteers, six regiments re-
cruited from the POW camps at Point Lookout, Rock Island, Alton, Camp Douglas 
Chase and Morton. Some were foreign-born, with Irish and Germans predominating. 
Some were native stock from the hill country of Tennessee, North Carolina and Ken-
tucky where slavery was rare. 

They restored stage coach and mail service between the Mississippi River and 
California, continually fighting off raiding Indians. They escorted supply trains along 
the Oregon and Santa Fe trails. They rebuilt miles of telegraph lines destroyed by Indi-
ans between Fort Kearney and Salt Lake City. They guarded the lonely dangerous sta-
tions of telegraphers. They guarded surveying parties for the Union Pacific Railroad.  

At the end of service, they were discharged at Forts Leavenworth and Kearney. 
But their service to the Union was quickly forgotten. No Southern state would claim 
them. The Grand Army of the Republic forgot them. They were a lost legion, unherald-
ed and unsung.  

Little is known about the fate of these men. Most disappeared into the 
West, heading for the gold fields or simply settling down to create new lives for 
themselves on the rapidly expanding frontier they had helped make secure. 
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Curiously, there were a number of Galvanized Confederates as well. The Confed-
erate Army recruited several hundred Galvanized Confederates from prison camps. 
Many Union POWs were bitter they hadn’t been exchanged and, like their Southern 
counterparts, were eager to escape the harsh conditions in the camps. Like the Un-
ion’s galvanized units, they were mostly foreign-born. Since Confederate influence in 
the far West had quickly diminished and the government never engaged in war with 
Indian tribes, it could not offer POWs their freedom in exchange for government ser-
vice. Instead, they were integrated into existing army units to help bolster the South’s 
desperate shortage of manpower. 

Many Confederate commanders were skeptical of these recruits and in fact in a 
few instances many of the Galvanized Confederates deserted at the first opportunity. 
In any event, since their numbers were small and Confederate policy allowing their 
enlistment came too late, they had negligible impact on the South’s military fate. 

The most famous of the Galvanized Yankees was Henry Morton Stanley, British 
newspaper correspondent and African explorer best known as the man who found Da-
vid Livingstone on Lake Tanganyika and uttered the immortal words, “Dr. Livingstone, I 
presume.” (See article in the March 2021 Grapeshot). 

Stanley did not serve in any of the six U.S. Volunteer Infantry regiments. He was 
among several captured Confederates who took the oath of allegiance and were in-
ducted into a regular Union regiment two years before the U.S. Volunteers were orga-
nized. Ironically, after he had deserted both the Union army and navy Stanley wanted 
to experience the American West. He reached the frontier in the spring of 1865, just 
as the regiments of Galvanized Yankees were marching out from Fort Leavenworth to 
help hold together the breaking lines of communication between East and West. He 
visited many places where those men were stationed and he must have talked with 
many who had made the same hard choice he had made in 1862.  

 

 To read more about these unique soldiers, consult Dee Brown’s Galvanized 
Yankees, on which this article is based.  

   

 

 

Dick Cox is SCWRT vice president and chairman of the History Committee.  
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JOIN FELLOW ROUNDTABLE MEMBERS FOR A UNIQUE THEATER  
EXPERIENCE! 

 
 

Someone wrote a play about General Benjamin Butler? A play described as sharp and witty? A play 
performed by theater groups across America to glowing reviews? Surely, you must be joking!  But 
it’s true, and Scottsdale Roundtable members have a unique chance to experience it themselves. 
 
In May and June of 2023, t he  Don  Bluth  Front Row  Theatre  in  Scottsdale  will  present  Ben              
Butler.  We have arranged with the Theatre for the matinee show on Saturday, May 20 to be available 
exclusively to the Roundtable and tickets, normally $30, will be discounted to $25. In addition, at the 
end of the performance, cast members and the directors will come back out to answer questions and 
engage with us, something only being done for our group. 
 
The play is about the incident early in the war, when escaped slaves entered the Union lines at Fort 
Monroe, presenting General Butler and the Federal government with the question of what to do? 
 
To buy tickets, follow the directions below and click on this link: https://app.arts-people.com/
index.php?perf_special=618466, which will take you directly to the theatre’s website and this specific 
performance.  You should also have recently received an email from us with the same information. 
 

https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?perf_special=618466
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?perf_special=618466
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After you select seats you will need to set up an account and password. 
The discount code is only entered in the last step, so you will see the $30 charge until then. 
 
It’s called the Front Row Theatre because it only has 74 seats, so get your tickets soon. 
 
Look forward to seeing you there. 
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HISTORY DISCUSSION GROUP MEETINGS 

 

 Please join us for a relaxed and informal conversation at the Roundtable’s History 
Discussion Group meetings. All are welcome, including non-members. Our discussions 

tend to center around a topic the previous week’s speaker has presented. These are partic-
ipant-led discussions, not lectures, facilitated by a Roundtable member. You can add your 
comments, thoughts, questions or just listen. It’s always fun and interesting and some-

times goes off in unexpected directions.  

 

Location: 

Scottsdale Civic Center Library 

SHC Program Room (on the right side of the Scottsdale Heritage Connection (SHC) Room 
on the main floor of the library. Just ask at the front desk if you have trouble finding the 

Program Room.   

Discussion group meetings begin at 5:00 pm.  

 

Here is the schedule for the remainder of the year with this season’s topics: 

No meeting in December 

January 24: Annual Trivia Contest 

February 29: American Indians in the Civil War 

March 29: General Discussion on the Battle of Chickamauga 

April 25: How did the Union and the Confederate Armies Deal with Desertion, Bounty-

Jumping and other disciplinary infractions?  

No meeting in May 

 

Hope to see you there! 
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January 2023 Trivia Questions 

 

1. Who were the “Tennessee Tories”? 
 
2.  In what battle was the famous frontiersman “Kit” Carson cited for bravery? 

 
3. What prominent U.S. senator was killed in battle during the war? 

 

4.  To what war-torn region of the South did Union General Philip H. Sheridan refer when he said, 
“A crow would have to carry its own provender if it had to fly over it”? 

 

 

Answers at the End 

THIS MONTH IN CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

 

January 9, 1861. After seceding from the Union on December 20, 1860, South 
Carolina initiates hostilities by firing upon the Star of the West, an unarmed 
merchant vessel chartered by the U.S. government to deliver troops and sup-
plies to Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. The ship retreats without delivering 
its cargo. These are the first Confederate shots fired at a vessel flying the U.S. 
flag.  

 

 

 

The Star of the West 
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Scottsdale Civil War Round Table Membership Form 

 

 
Please Join  Us! 

 
 
Your membership enables the SCWRT to donate towards civil war preservation projects and attract the best Civil War 
experts from around the country to speak at our meetings, from September to May!  Please fill out this form and return it 
with your check payable to Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable.  Mailing address: 
 
 Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable 
 
 7349 N. Via Paseo Del Sur, Ste 515-274 
 
 Scottsdale, AZ 85258 
 
 
NAME:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PHONE: ___________________________________ 
 
 
EMAIL:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
Student Membership (no charge) 
 
Active Duty Military (no charge) 
 
Lifetime ($500)                                                                                  $______ 
 
Individual Annual ($35)             $______                                                                           
 
Family Annual ($45)       $______   
 
Additional donation       $______ 
 
      TOTAL ENCLOSED $______ 
 
The Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable is an Arizona non-profit corporation and a U.S. 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. 
 
Website: www.scottsdalecwrt.org 
All members receive our monthly publication, The Grapeshot, from Sept-May 
Follow us on Facebook at Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable 
  
 

http://www.scottsdalecwrt.org
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Other Opportunities via Zoom 
 
 
A series of free lectures on Wednesdays hosted by the Civil War Round Table Con-
gress (CWRTC). Check out their website for topics and to register.  
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/speaker.html 

 
CWRT Congress Fridays With U.S. Grant for a special series with Dr. Curt Fields.   
To register (free) 
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/grant.html 

 

YouTube Channel for CWRT Congress includes 40+ recorded past talks:  https://
www.youtube.com/results?search_query=cwrt+congress 

 
From Chambersburg Civil War Seminars and Tours 
Zoom presentations 15th and 30th of every month. Nationally known speakers. $5 per registra-
tion 
For schedule and registration 
https://www.civilwarseminars.org/lectures 

 

 

https://www.cwrtcongress.org/lectures.html
https://www.cwrtcongress.org/grant.html
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=cwrt+congress
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=cwrt+congress
https://www.civilwarseminars.org/lectures
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January 2023 Trivia Answers 

 

 
1. The name Tennessee Confederates gave to unionists who joined the Northern army. 
 

 
2. Carson was a colonel of U.S. Volunteers in the New Mexico and Arizona campaign of 1861-62. 

He was made brevet brigadier general for his actions in the Battle of Valverde, New Mexico, on 
February 21, 1862. 

 

3. On October 21, 1861, Colonel Edward D. Baker, a U.S. Senator from Oregon, was killed at the          
Battle of Ball’s Bluff when he led his troops into a Confederate ambush. 

 

4.  Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley after Sheridan’s devastating campaign through the region in 1864. 


