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Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable. Inc. 

501 (c) (3) non profit Corporation , Founded 1978 
 

The Grapeshot 
Newsletter 

Follow us on Facebook 

December 2025 

The Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable 

Welcomes 

Derek Maxfield 

as he presents 

Man of Fire:   

William Tecumseh Sherman 

In the Civil War 

Scottsdale Civic Center 

Library 

Copper Auditorium 

Tuesday, December 9, 2025 

6:00 pm 

Doors open at 5:00 pm                

for social hour, meet the speaker, 

book sale, and Civil War Video 

Join the meeting on YouTube: 
Derek Maxfield "Man of Fire: William Tecumseh Sherman 
in the Civil War"  

https://www.facebook.com/Scottsdale-Civil-War-Round-Table-209429072422940/
https://www.youtube.com/live/Q1c4o7QtHmk
https://www.youtube.com/live/Q1c4o7QtHmk
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Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 6:00 PM  

About Our Speaker 

Derek Maxfield 

The Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable is pleased to host historian, author, and playwright, 
Derek Maxfield, whose presentation is entitled “Sherman: Man or Monster.”  

Former associate professor of history at a small WNY college, now retired, Derek Maxfield 
was honored in 2019 with the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching, and in 
2013 he was awarded the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship and Crea-
tive Activities.  Maxfield has written for Emerging Civil War since 2015, including: Hellmira: 
The Union’s Most Infamous Civil War Prison Camp – Elmira, NY (Savas Beatie, 2020) and 
Man of Fire: William Tecumseh Sherman in the Civil War (Savas Beatie, 2023).  

William T. Sherman has been called a savior and a barbarian, a hero and a villain, a genius 
and a madman.  But whatever you call him, he is utterly fascinating.  Sherman spent a life-
time in search of who he was, striving to find a place and a calling.  After leading his troops 
at the battle of Bull Run (First Manassas), the anxious brigadier general was sent West to 
Kentucky.  Apprehensive over the situation in the Bluegrass State, suffering from stress,     
insomnia, and anxiety Sherman ,begged to be relieved.  Sent home to recover, the newspa-
pers announced he was insane.  But, like a Phoenix, he rose from the ashes to become a   
hero of the republic.  Forging an identity in the fire of war, the unconventional general      
kindled a friendship with Ulysses S. Grant and proved to be eminently successful, playing    
an important role in Union victory.  

Join the meeting on YouTube: 

Derek Maxfield "Man of Fire: William Tecumseh Sherman in the Civil War"  

https://www.youtube.com/live/Q1c4o7QtHmk
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Scottsdale Civil War Round Table  

Speakers & Programs September 2025 -May 2026 
 

 

       
 

 

December 9 - Derek Maxfield "Man of Fire: William Tecumseh Sherman in 

        the Civil War"  

 

January 20 - Lucas Wilder, "Chattanooga & Chickamauga" 

 

February 17 - Curt Fields, "An Evening with General Grant" 

 

March 17 - Roseann Bacha-Garza, "Civil War in the Rio Grande Valley" 

 

April 21 - Lynn Herman, "The New Mexico Campaign & Glorieta Pass" 

 

May 19 - Neil Chatelain, "Treasure & Empire in the Civil War" 

GENTLE REMINDERS 

• Members, please remember to wear your name badges to our meetings. 

It helps us to remember you and for others to get to know you. 

• New members, please stop by the welcome desk to pick up your name 

badges and welcome tote bags! 
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Letter from our President  

Mark Stoler 

In this issue you’ll find information on National History Day.  For the second year, the 
Roundtable will be involved and providing judges for the competition, which takes place in Febru-
ary, March, and April.  Last year 12 Roundtable members participated.  I enjoyed it and will be a 
judge again this year.  Please join us!  It’s a great opportunity to meet and encourage students from 
6-12 grades who are enthusiastic about history. 

I recently had the honor of being inducted as  an associate of the Sons of the Union Veter-
ans of the Civil War.  An associate member is one whose family did not come to America until after 
the Civil War.  My parents and grandparents would be very pleased to see me become a SUVCW 
member.   

Attended my first Osher Lifelong Learning course at ASU a couple of weeks ago and it was 
Civil War related, about the building of the Stoneman Road from Fort McDowell to Fort Whipple, 
near Prescott, in the 1870s.  Georger Stoneman was a Union general and cavalry commander, most 
known for his devastating 1865 raid through Tennessee, North Carolina, and Virginia who, after the 
war, commanded the Department of Arizona.  The course, which featured a trek in the Sonoran 
Conservancy, was fascinating, and one of the duo of instructors was Len Marcisz, a long-time 
member of the Roundtable. 

Next up on my Civil War reading list is the book by our November speaker, John  
Banks, A Civil War Road Trip of a Lifetime.  His talk which took us off the beaten path (literally, in 
John’s case) of Civil War history and I look forward to reading the book.  You’ll also find John’s res-
taurant recommendations from his trips in this edition of the Grapeshot.  If you have recommenda-
tions on restaurants, hotels, tours, guides, or photos from your Civil War visits, we’d be pleased to 
publish them in the Grapeshot. 

We are always on the lookout for members who would like to work to support our organiza-
tion.  It takes a lot to keep it going.  If you are interested in becoming more involved please contact 
me at stolerscwrt@gmail.com or speak with me or other Board members at one of our meetings. 

mailto:stolerscwrt@gmail.com
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SCOTTSDALE ROUNDTABLE PARTNERING AGAIN  

WITH THE ARIZONA HISTORICAL SOCIETY FOR  

NATIONAL HISTORY DAY 

 
 

National History Day is an annual event, designed to encourage and provide 

recognition to middle and high school students interested in history.  Separate com-

petitions are held for 6-8 and 9-12 grades.  Projects include papers, presentations, 

and social media projects.  Winners in each state participate in the national finals. 

 

The Arizona Historical Society (AHS) runs the event in our state and, once 

again, we have an opportunity to provide judges for the 2026 competition.  Last 

year, the Roundtable provided a dozen judges (more than 10% of all judges).  It’s a 

great opportunity to engage and encourage schoolchildren with an interest in 

history. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Roundtable Board 

member Cheri Stegall at cheristegall@gmail.com.  You can sign up for one or 

more competitions.  Plan to be available from 8 to 3 on the day of the 

competition. 

 

Dates and locations for the events in the Phoenix area: 

 

SEMI-FINALS 

February 21 

University of Arizona - Chandler 

3rd Floor of 55 N Arizona Place, Chandler 

 

March 14 

Northwest Christian High School 

16401 N. 43rd Ave, Phoenix 

 

FINALS 

April 12 

South Mountain Community College 

7050 S. 24th St, Phoenix 
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WE STILL HAVE A FEW SEATS AVAILABLE for the Roundtable's trip to Picacho 
Peak State Park and Pioneer & Military Memorial Park in Phoenix on                       

Saturday, January 24, 2026. 

  

It's a full day trip via motor coach to the site of the 1862 battle at Picacho Pass. On 
the way, we’ll stop at Pioneer & Military Park to see the graves and hear the stories 

of the many Civil War veterans who were also early Arizona pioneers. 

  

At Picacho Peak, Steve Smith, a public historian and member of the Tucson 
Roundtable, will give a presentation on the battle and its background. We will also 

visit the original site of the battle monument. On the bus, our tour guide will be Arizo-
na historian Jarrod Riddle who will provide commentary on the Gadsden Purchase, 

the Mormon Battalion, and other aspects of Arizona history of that era. 

 

WHEN: January 24, 2026 

TIME: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

COST: $150 per person 

 

The cost includes bus fare, cemetery admission fee, a box lunch, bottled water,     
admission to Picacho Peak State Park. The bus will depart from the Scottsdale   

main library at a place to be determined. The bus will leave PROMPTLY at 8:30 to 
maintain our schedule, so please make plans to be at the library no later than 8:15. 

Please note space is limited since the bus holds 50 passengers only. Seats are 
available to Roundtable members on a FIRST COME –FIRST SERVED basis. 

  

To reserve your place, you must complete both the reservation form                    
and liability release for each passenger. 

 

 You have 2 options for making reservations: 

  

Download and fill out the forms by clicking on the links above, include check made  
payable to the Roundtable and mail to: 

 

 Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable  

7349 N. Via Paseo Del Sur, Ste 515-274 

Scottsdale, AZ 85258 

 

Go to the Roundtable website, click on Picacho Peak tab at top, complete credit 
card payment form, and mail the forms to the address above. Your registration will 

be complete once payment and forms are received. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/f97f77f8701/df1ac7e7-e946-40b0-901e-c4ca4bcb8a55.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/f97f77f8701/7b30ff37-b003-4d49-b77f-dcd0a8fb5f11.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.scottsdalecwrt.org/


8 

2025-2026 Roundtable Officers, Board & Committees Officers 

 

President:  Mark Stoler (203)645-1387; stolerscwrt@gmail.com 

Vice President:  Richard Cox 

Treasurer:   Bruce Washburn 

Secretary:   Hal Bliss 

 

(All Officers serve until 6/1/2027) 

 

Board Members 

Tom Merrill, John Taylor, Pat Toftoy (until 6/1/26) 

 

Elise Moore, Jim Payne, Cheri Stegall (until 6/1/27) 

 

 

Committees 

 

Program:      John Taylor, Cheri Stegall 

Grapeshot:     Richard Cox 

Greeters:      Jim Payne 

History:      Richard Cox 

News Media:     Jim Payne 

Event Support & YouTube:   Tom Merrill 

Book Sale:      Pat Toftoy 

Membership:     Mark Stoler, Cheri Stegall 

Travel & Tours:     Elise Moore  

Grapeshot Editor:   Barbara Ray 

Database Management:  John Machir 
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Photos from October meeting 

Above left and right:  Pre-meeting socializing and book fair 

_________________________________________________________ 

Clockwise from upper left:  November speaker John 
Banks and select slides from his travels 

*List of restaurants on final page 
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THE INCIDENT AT LA PAZ 
 

© 2025 Richard P. Cox. All rights reserved. 
 

While La Paz, Arizona, is today just another Western ghost town made up of an old 
graveyard and adobe ruins, it was once a booming gold mining town.  When gold was dis-
covered in the Arroyo de la Taneja on the eastern bank of the Colorado River on January 
12, 1862, the strike set off what became known as the Colorado River Gold Rush.  

The mining town of La Paz grew out of the stampede that followed.  It served the 
miners in the La Paz Mining District and it’s said the area produced over 50,000 troy   
ounces of gold for a few years. 

By the spring of 1862, La Paz had a population of over 1,500 and was a stage stop 
between Fort Whipple, Arizona, and San Bernardino, California.  In that year, it was still 
part of the New Mexico Territory.  In 1863, it became part of the newly created Arizona 
Territory as declared by President Lincoln.  

By 1863, La Paz was so prosperous it was the largest town in Arizona Territory and 
later would become the first county seat of Yuma County.  It was even proposed as the site 
for the territorial capital. 

La Paz was also a transportation and shipping port that served steamboats on the 
Colorado River.  As a result, it became an important supply base for the Union Army during 
the Civil War.  

It is against this background that the town acquired its claim to fame as the location 
of the westernmost violent confrontation during the Civil War, known as the La Paz Inci-
dent. 

In early 1863, Union General James H. Carleton had several California secessionists, 
mostly Copperhead Democrats who were sympathetic to the Confederacy, were arrested 
and detained at Fort Yuma.  Among the detainees was William “Frog” Edwards, who was 
later released and had made his way to La Paz.  

On the evening of May 20th, 1863, the Colorado River steamer Cocopah arrived at 
the town.  On board was a small party of Union soldiers under the command of Lieutenant 
James A. Hale of the 4th California Infantry.  After docking, the unarmed troops left the 
steamer to purchase supplies at a local store.  

“Frog” Edwards watched the Union troops as they approached the store.  He hated 
Unionists and wanted to strike a blow for the Confederacy.  He pulled out a revolver and 
opened fire on the unarmed soldiers.  One private was killed almost instantly, another was 
shot and would die the next day, and a third private was wounded but would recover from 
the attack. 
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During the melee, Edwards managed to escape.  Lieutenant Hale gathered his    
remaining troops.  Once armed, they began searching for Edwards in the town.  Unable  
to find him, the troops returned to the steamer Cocopah.  Hale and is men returned to 
Fort Yuma with their dead and wounded the following day. 

Lieutenant Hale was put in command of a contingent of forty Union troops and  
returned to La Paz to hunt for Edwards.  They picked up his trail and followed him into 
the desert.  They found his body a few days later, where he had apparently died from  
exposure and dehydration.  

Thus ended the Incident at La Paz.  It’s said Lieutenant Hale never allowed his men 
who were on a work detail, routine duty, or even on a night on the town to go unarmed 
again. 

La Paz did not fare well in the years following its deadly day in the sun.  By 1864 
the gold ore had started to peter out.  The town hung on as a shipping port.  But that 
ended in 1866 when the Colorado River shifted its course four miles to the west and the 
town was landlocked.  A few people stayed on, hoping the river would change course 
again, but it was not to be.  By 1875, La Paz was abandoned.  

In 1983, voters approved splitting off the northern portion of Yuma County and 
forming a new county, the first new county in Arizona since statehood and second 
youngest county in the United States.  For its name they chose La Paz, honoring the  
once-important town with a faded past and a claim to a small place in Civil War history. 

[This article is partially based on an article in The American Cowboy Chronicles: 
2020] 

 

 

 

 

Dick Cox is SCWRT Vice President and Chair of the History Committee.  
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THIS MONTH IN CIVIL WAR HISTORY 

December 15-16, 1864.  Major General George Thomas wins a resounding 

victory over John Bell Hood’s Confederates at Nashville, Tennessee. 

Battle of Nashville Map 
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December 2025 Trivia Questions 

Answers on final page 

  

1.  What was General William T. Sherman’s nickname?  

 

2.  In addition to Traveler, what was the name of the little filly Robert E. 
Lee brought along with him on campaigns?  

 
3.  What New England town was raided by Confederate agents from 

Canada in October 1864?  

 
4.  What 1863 campaign was noted for its series of maneuvers and no 

battles? 
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HISTORY DISCUSSION GROUP TOPICS SET FOR 2025-26 

LOCATION AND MEETING TIMES 

 

SCWRT’s History Discussion Group is an informal monthly get-together for 
Civil War buffs in the greater Phoenix area to discuss topics in Civil War history.  

We meet at the Wildflower Bread Co. in the Seville Shopping Center, at the 
northeast corner of Indian Bend and Scottsdale Roads.  The McCormick Stillman 
Room, which is a partitioned meeting room at the back of the restaurant, has 
been reserved for us. 

Our meetings start at 6:00 p.m. and end at 7:30 p.m.  There is ample    
parking in the shopping center parking lot.  In exchange for the Wildflower’s  
hospitality, we encourage but don’t require attendees to buy some food and  
beverages from the restaurant before our meetings. 

Everyone – members, non-members, family, friends, and visitors –  are  
welcome.  We’re casual and have lots of fun talking about history! Come and 
check us out! 

The following is our schedule and list of topics for the coming season: 

 
 

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER 
 

1/29/26 The Civil War “Name Game”:  Are any of the many names         
  applied to the war accurate? 

2/26/26 The generalship of Robert E. Lee 

3/26/26 In what ways did the war permanently change the U.S.? 

4/30/26 Films about the Civil War:  Which are the best? 
 

NO MEETING IN MAY 
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What’s Going On at Neighboring Roundtables? 

 

 

SUN CITY WEST AND SURPRISE 2025-26 
 

DATE    TOPIC      LEADER 

   

12/02/25   Governor Zebulon Vance  John Kelly 
    Of North Carolina 

1/06/26   Andersonville Pt. 2   Jim Ramage 

2/03/26   Statesmen of the Lost Cause Thomas Gergen 

3/03/26   U.S. Army Camel Corps  Bill Andrews 

4/07/26   Quantrill’s Raiders   Brian Callahan 

5/05/26   Gen. Ambrose Burnside  Dan Lookabill 

TUCSON  2025/2026  

Dec 5  Sarah Ramsey “Baseball in the Civil War”  

Jan 2  Bob Presman “Was Abraham Lincoln a White Supremacist?”  

Feb 6  Floyd Gray Ft Huachuca  

March 6  Amanda Dahl, Director of Sanguinetti Museum in Yuma “John W  
  Jones: The Unsung Civil War Hero and Spy”  

April 3  Bob Consigli “Capt. Frances Lowell”  

May 1  Dr. Christopher Oakley Prof at NC “Placing the Platform: Using 3D  
  Technology to Pinpoint Lincoln at Gettysburg” (Zoom)  
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Meriwether Lewis’ presentation style pipe tomahawk and other rare Native Ameri-
can objects serve as the centerpiece of this story of America’s West in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries.  More than 100 paintings and sculptures by artists ranging 
from Thomas Moran and Alfred Jacob Miller to Frederic Remington and Charles M. 
Russell, and vintage photographs by Edward S. Curtis add to the narrative. 
 
On loan from the Peterson Family Collection, these works attest to collector and 
Board of Trustee Tim Peterson’s interest in collecting important artwork primarily   
focused on the fur trapper period and the challenges faced during the early days of 
frontier expansion. 
 

Courage & Crossroads: A Visual Journey 

through the American West 
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Scottsdale Civil War Round Table Membership Form 

 

 
Please Join  Us! 

 
 
Your membership enables the SCWRT to donate towards civil war preservation projects and attract the best 
Civil War experts from around the country to speak at our meetings, from September to May!  Please fill out 
this form and return it with your check payable to Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable.  Mailing address: 
 
 Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable 
 
 7349 N. Via Paseo Del Sur, Ste 515-274 
 
 Scottsdale, AZ 85258 
 
 
NAME:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PHONE: ___________________________________ 
 
 
EMAIL:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
Student Membership (no charge) 
 
Active Duty Military (no charge) 
 
Lifetime ($500)                                                                                  $______ 
 
Individual Annual ($35)             $______                                                                          
 
Family Annual ($45)       $______   
 
Additional donation       $______ 
 
      TOTAL ENCLOSED $______ 
 

The Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable is an Arizona non-profit corporation and a U.S. 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
organization. 

 
Website: www.scottsdalecwrt.org 
 
All members receive our monthly publication, The Grapeshot, from Sept-May 
 
Follow us on Facebook at Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable 
  
 

http://www.scottsdalecwrt.org


18 

Other Online Opportunities 
 

 

A series of free lectures on Wednesdays hosted by the Civil War Round Table 

Congress (CWRTC). Check out their website for topics and to register.  

2025 Lectures | CWRT Congress    

 
CWRT Congress Fridays With U.S. Grant for a special series with Dr. Curt 

Fields.   

To register (free) 

www.cwrtcongress.org › videos › grant.html  

YouTube Channel for CWRT Congress includes 40+ recorded past talks:  

CWRT Congress - YouTube  

 
From Chambersburg Civil War Seminars and Tours 

Zoom presentations 15th and 30th of every month. 

For schedule and registration www.civilwarseminars.org/lectures 

 

See Your Round Table Online 

Watch past speakers on our YouTube Channel 

Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable - YouTube  

Visit our website:  Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable - SCWRT Home 

Follow us on Facebook: Facebook  

 

Gary Gallagher presents a series of 48 lectures entitled “The American Civil War.”  

Available on Audible as part of The Great Courses.   

 

Chris Mackowski hosts The Emerging Civil War Podcast.  New episodes on   

Tuesdays. 

 

Find articles by Gary Dorris on his blog at alincolnbygadorris.com. 

 

 

 

 

https://cwrtcongress.org/videos/2025-lectures.html
http://www.cwrtcongress.org/videos/grant.html
https://www.youtube.com/@CWRTCongress
https://www.civilwarseminars.org/lectures
https://www.youtube.com/@scottsdalecivilwarroundtab7294
https://www.scottsdalecwrt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064457781695#
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=great+courses+the+american+civil+war&i=audible&crid=1DYUKXEWOJMOA&sprefix=great+courses+the+american+civil+war%2Caudible%2C234&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://emergingcivilwar.com/the-emerging-civil-war-podcast/
https://www.alincolnbygadorris.com/
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A Tax-Smart Way to Support Our Mission 
 
 
As many of you know, our organization is brought together by our shared 

passion for the history of the American Civil War and our commitment to preserv-

ing the places where that history was made.  Every program we hold, every 

speaker we bring in, and every donation we make to battlefield preservation is 

made possible by your generosity.   

If you are at the stage of life where you are required to take a an annu-

al Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your retirement account, there’s 

a way to make your support go even further.  By directing part of your RMD to   

our organization, you can make a contribution that is not counted as taxable   

income. Because we are a recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit, we are eligible to   

receive these tax-free charitable transfers.  Any such contribution must come to 

the nonprofit directly from your retirement account to be nontaxable to you while 

still counting toward your RMD. 

This is a simple but powerful way to support these mission goals: 

• To help preserve the battlefields and historic sites that keep this              

history alive for future generations, 

• To inform the public about the American Civil War through our                    

meetings and programs. 

 

We are deeply grateful for all the ways our members contribute—whether 

through time, ideas, or financial support.  Together, we keep history alive and 

make a lasting impact. 

Obviously we are not in a position to give you tax advice, but if you are   

interested in supporting our work through the RMD process please consult with 

your financial advisor on how best to go about it.  For your reference, the full 

name of the organization is Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable, Inc., and our E.I.N. 

is 77-0639661.  

 

With appreciation, 

The Board 
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December 2025 Trivia Answers 

 

 

  

1.  Cump, from his middle name, Tecumseh. 

 

2.  Miss Lucy Long. 

 
3.  St. Alban’s, Vermont.  

 
4. The Tullahoma (Tennessee) Campaign.  

 

 

 

*************************************************** 

From page 8 

John Bank’s Civil War Road Trip Eating Top 5: 

1. Beechwood, Vicksburg, MS (Steaks!  5 yums) 

2. The Press Room, Shepherdstown, WV 

3. Bonnie’s at The Red Byrd, Keedysville, MD 

4. Walker’s Diner, Farmville, VA 

5. Sweet Shop Bakery, Shepherdstown, WV 

Honorable mention:  Tracker’s Shake Shack, Marion, AR 

 


