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TOM CARHART
Lost Triumph:
Lee’s Real Plan at Gettysburg and
Why It Failed
September 20, 2016
6:40 PM
Scottsdale Civic Center Library
(Auditorium)
Graduating from West Point in 1966, Tom served as an
infantry platoon leader with the 101st Airborne Division in
Vietnam and was awarded two Purple Hearts.
He went on to earn a J.D. from the University of
Michigan Law School and a Ph.D. in American and
military history from Princeton University. Having been
the Editor of "European Taxation" (a monthly tax journal
published by the International Bureau of Fiscal
Documentation in Amsterdam, NL), and having worked
for the Rand Corporation (the original "think tank" in
Santa Monica, CA), he also represented multinational
corporations before the European Economic Community
(predecessor to the European Union) as a lawyer with
the Archibald Law Firm in Brussels, and has worked "in
and out" for the Department of Defense, Institute for
Defense Analysis, etc; of the federal government in
Washington DC.
With eight military history books published commercially
under his belt…. his ninth, The Golden Fleece, will be
published by Potomac Books in 2017.
For more about Tom Carhart, visit his website at:
http://www.tomcarhart.net

PRESIDENT
Dr. John Bamberl 480-699-5844
VICE PRESIDENT:
Shelly Dudley
SECRETARY / GRAPESHOT
Karen Becraft 480-991-2668

UPCOMING

TREASURER
Charles Madigan

MEETINGS

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Don Swanson
BOARD MEMBERS (thru 5/2017)
Henry Potosky & Don Swanson
BOARD MEMBERS (thru 5/2018)
Dean Becraft, Paul Knouse
George Mitchell, Cal Thompson,
Michael Harris, Richard Howley &
Brad Cox
COMMITTEES
Book Table: Henry Potosky
Editorial: Karen Becraft
Finance: Paul Knouse
Greeters: Cal Thompson
Historical: Shelly Dudley
Membership: John Bamberl
Program: Don Swanson
Public Relations: John Bamberl
Outreach: George Mitchell
Genealogy: Brad Cox
Webmaster: Drew Moraca
.meets @
Scottsdale Civic Center Library
(Auditorium)
3839 N Drinkwater Blvd
Scottsdale AZ
3rd Tuesday of the month
September thru May
6:40 PM - 8:45 PM
$35 Annual Dues (individual)
$45 Annual Dues (family)

EVERYONE WELCOME
www.scottsdalecwrt.org
mailing address:
SCWRT
#274
7349 N Via Paseo Del Sur Ste 515
Scottsdale AZ 85258-3749
e-mail: scottsdalecwrt@gmail.com

Oct 18

John Waugh…Lincoln and the War’s End

Nov 15 Wayne Motts…Fighting the Civil War: Historical
Treasures of the Conflict in the Collection of the
National Civil War Museum
Dec 13

John Quarstein…The Last Days of the Monitor

Jan 17

Ed Bearss…Another Evening With Ed Bearss:
Your Questions Answered

Feb 21

Eric Wittenberg…The Devil’s to Pay: John Buford at
Gettysburg

Mar 21

Kyle Wichtendahl…To Care He Who Has Borne the
Battle: Medicine in the American Civil War

Apr 18

William C. “Jack” Davis…The Confederate Kardashian:
Loreta Janeta Velasquez, Media Celebrity,
Con Artist, and the Making of a Civil War Myth

May 16

William Bonekemper…The Myth of the Lost Cause:
False Remembrance of the Civil War

GREAT
PROGRAMS !
We want to set a
new record this
year with
attendance and
membership.
Please bring a
guest !

GRAPESHOT INFORMATION
To submit an article and/or picture for publication…
please send to k.k.becraft1@q.com by the 20th of the month prior
to the next issue. The Editor reserves the right to select articles, in
no specific order of printing, and to edit submissions for length and
style. (Example..someone’s article published before another may
be relavant to that month’s speaker.)

Grapeshot by e-mail…
for those of you still receiving your Grapeshot by snail mail…consider saving time &
money by choosing e-mail. Please contact k.k.becraft1@q.com with your e-mail address.

Not receiving your Grapeshot or problems viewing it…
contact k.k.becraft1@q.com

Forrest’s Farewell Address to His
Troops

SEPTEMBER DURING THE CIVIL WAR
1862..
-Sept 3

Confederate forces capture

Like Lee, Forrest advocated a path of Frankfurt, the capital of Kentucky
reconciliation. His final words to his soldiers -Sept 12 Battle of Harpers Ferry
included these admonitions:

-Sept 22 President Lincoln issues the
“Civil war such as you have just passed Emancipaton Proclamation
through naturally engenders feelings of -Sept 24 Fourteen governors declare their
animosity, hatred and revenge. It is our duty support for the President and emancipation
from a conference in Altoona, Pennsylvania

to divest ourselves of all such feelings and so
far as in our power to do so, cultivate 1863…
friendly feelings towards those with whom -Sept 5 British forces stop the shipment of
two ironclads from Liverpool, dashing the
we have so long contested….
I have never on the field of battle sent you
where I was unwilling to go myself, nor
would I now advise you to a course which I
felt myself unwilling to pursue. You have
been good soldiers, you can be good citizens.
Obey the laws, preserve your honour, and
t h e G ove rn m e n t t o w h i c h y ou h a ve
surrendered can afford to be and will be
magnanimous.”
N.B. FORRST Lieutenant-General

Confederates hopes of British support
-Sept 19 Battle of Chickamauga
-Sept 21 Confederate Brigadier General
Benjamin Hardin Helms dies (Abraham
Lincoln’s brother-in-law)

1864…
-Sept 2 Fall of Atlanta
-Sept 4 John Hunt Morgan is shot dead by
federal troops fleeing the home of the
woman who betrayed him
-Sept 15 Battle of Nashville
-Sept 16 Ulysses S. Grand and Phil Sheridan
discuss the problems in the Shenandoah
Valley with Jubal Early’s Corps

A MEMORY OF THE WAR
-by-

Stanley Filhart & John Bamberl

Mr C. D. Reese, an old resident of Columbus, Ohio, was present when the leg of the gallant General
Rice was amputated, upon the dark and bloody field of Kennesaw Mountain, and thus relates the
occurrence of the time:
“There had been a fortnight’s fierce onslaughts upon the
heights of Kennesaw Mountain. It was June of 1864 and
Sherman was pushing on his triumphant march to the sea. But
before Atlanta was reached, the rebels had concentrated
their forces near Dallas and about Lost Mountain and the
heights of Kennesaw, endeavoring to their utmost to shut off
the communication of Sherman’s troops with their base of
supplies. To thwart this it was determined that the enemy’s
position must be taken. All during the day from June 18th to
the 27th there were repetitions of the fierce sallies and the
terrible mowing down of our troops by the enfilading fire from
Big Kennesaw, which was lined with rifle pits, while from
Little Kennesaw the musketry added to the frightful slaughter.
“During one of those repeated charges, general A.V.Rice was
shot, the ball striking the leg just below the knee.
“It would not have been a serious wound if the limb had been
sound, but at Vicksburg, shortly before, another ball from an
enemy’s musket had sped through the air and lodged in that
fated limb. The wounds were very near each other. The
Vicksburg wound had been received when the General, with
the intrepidity almost akin to rashness, had refused to enter a
rifle pit, but sat crouched on the ground. The ball struck the
knee in front, penetrating both portions of the limb, bowed as
it was, and lodged in the groin.
“Thus it was that Doctor Messenger, of Cleveland, when the
brave general was brought at midnight from the battlefield of
Kennesaw to his field hospital, decided that naught but amputation would suffice to save life.
Dr J.B. Potter, of Canal Winchester, was brought in for consultation and agreed the mutilated
member must be severed.
“There in that hospital tent, which the blackness of midnight surrounded, amid the moans of the
wounded and the shrieks of the dying, upon the rude improvised couch the heroic Rice lay, not a
murmur of pain escaping his lips. Ever since the wound at Vicksburg he had limped about resting
upon a sword or cane, and now the pain must have intensified beyond conception.
…..continued on next page…..

“When the decision of the surgeons was announced, without the moving of a muscle or the slightest
remonstrance, the General signified his acquiescence and his immediate readiness for the terrible
ordeal.”
“Who will do it?” was asked and Dr. Messenger agreed to perform the operation.
“The incision was quickly made and then the severance cut made with the steadiness and rapidity
of a trained surgeon. The ligatures were fastened and everything bid fair for a perfectly successful
operation. But hospital steward Luhrens, of the 116th Illinois, had first administered the anesthesia

Troops dragging
guns up Kennesaw
Mountain
…courtesy of Wikipedia

and kept the sponge and funnel close to the mouth until the critical moment of the effective use of
the knife. Then, absorbed in watching the operation, he relaxed his care, the result being just as
the ligatures were bound, the unconscious General revived, and suddenly clapped his hand down
upon the limb, breaking the sutures. Fears of loss of blood and death from exhaustion inspired a
dreadful anxiety, but the robust constitution overcame all draughts upon its vital forces.”
Thus it was that General Rice became a “stumper.”
After the war he was a banker, congressman and was appointed Pensions Agent for Ohio and finally
Purchasing Agent for the U.S. Census Bureau. He attended most of the reunions held by the 57th
Ohio Voluntary Infantry.
One of the “boys in blue” in the 57th from November 1861 until the end of the war was Private
David Filhart, the great grandfather of Stanley Filhart, one of our long time Round Table members.

